
Year 2

Supporting children with 
their Reading and Writing



Book Band Reference Sheet 
Band Colour Year Group Expectation

Lime

23,24 White End of Year 2

21,22 Gold

19,20 Purple

17,18 Turquoise End of Year 1

15,16 Orange

12,13,14 Green

9,10,11 Blue

6,7,8 Yellow End of Rec. 

3,4,5 Red

2 Pink

1 Pink



At the beginning of Year 2 the average 
child should be reading books at 
Turquoise Band.



At the end of Year 2 the average child should 
be reading books at White Band.



There are two aspects of 
the reading curriculum

• Word Reading

• Comprehension



Apply phonic knowledge 
and skills to decode 
words.



Two or three letters can 
make one sound

oi igh

boil               bright

coin               night



Read accurately by blending sounds 
in words, especially recognising 

alternative graphemes for sounds.



ai sound family

rain                      

play

cake

acorn



Read words of two or more 
syllables.



Read words containing common 
suffixes.





In age-appropriate books, the pupil

can:

• read words accurately and fluently without overt 
sounding and blending, e.g. at over 90 words per 
minute

• sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without 
undue hesitation.



Reread books to build up their 
fluency and confidence in word 
reading.



In a familiar book that they can 

already read accurately and fluently, 

the pupil can:

• check it makes sense to them

• answer questions and make some inferences on the 
basis of what is being said and done.



Reading Strategies
• The b___ ran to meet his mum.

• We_____  football outside.

• We _____ football outside yesterday.



What can my child  do if they 
are stuck on a word?

• Look at the picture.

• Try to sound out the word.

• Read on to the  end of the sentence 
then go back and think what would 
make sense.

• Check if it looks like a word they  
know already e.g. could: would, should.



Punctuation

• Full stop  .

• Comma     ,

• Exclamation mark !

• Speech marks  “      “

• Question mark ?



Book Conventions
• Non fiction/Fiction

• Title

• Contents page

• Index

• Glossary

• Paragraphs

• Headings

• Subheadings

• Illustrations

• Bold print



Dictionaries
• Children need to be able to use a 

dictionary.



• Comprehension

• Listen to and discuss a wide range of poetry, stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read 
independently.

• Discuss the sequence of events in books.

• Be familiar with and retell a wide range of stories, fairy stories 
and traditional tales.

• Understand that fiction and non-fiction texts are structured in 
different ways.

• Discuss the meanings of new words.

• Discuss favourite words and phrases.

• Build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, and recite some, 
with appropriate intonation.



VIPERS
• VIPERS is  a method of ensuring that 

teachers ask, and students are familiar 

with, a range of questions.





Assessment Without 
Levels

• Greater Depth

Using and applying knowledge, skills or understanding

across the curriculum

• Working At the Required Standard

Secure in their understanding within the context of

teaching

• Working Towards the Required Standard

Increasing understanding

• Working Below the Required Standard

Just starting to learn knowledge or skill 



Working at the expected 
standard

The pupil can:

• read accurately most words of two or more syllables 
e.g whiteboard, butterfly

• read most words containing common suffixes e.g –
ment, -ness, -ful,  –ly,  -less (enjoyment, sadness, 
playful, badly)

• read most common exception words e.g. people, 
through, Mrs, could. 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publicat
ions/key-stage-1-tests-2022-english-
reading-test-materials

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-1-tests-2022-english-reading-test-materials


Reading to your child

• It is important throughout that 
children continue to have 
opportunities to listen to 
experienced readers reading aloud. 



How you can help at home
• Read with your child for approx. 15 minutes most days.

• Talk about the book –characters,  sequence of events, predict what might 
happen.

• Retell favourite stories

• Discuss the meaning of new words.

• Join the library.

• Read to your child



Remember

Develop a love of reading. 


