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Intent

At Yeading Infant and Nursery School we use the Twinkl Phonics programme. Twinkl Phonics
is a Department for Education validated systematic, synthetic phonics teaching programme
and is used from nursery to year 2. With a clear, structured progression through the
programme, it allows all our pupils to meet or exceed the expected standard. Level 1 is
taught in the EYFS and runs throughout the teaching of phonics Levels 2-6. In reception,
children work within Levels 2-4. In KS1, children work within Levels 5 and 6.

Reading books follow the same progression as the phonics scheme so that children only
encounter texts which are fully decodable for their phonics knowledge. In this way children
develops the skills and understanding needed to become effective, independent readers and
writers.

Implementation

We teach the children as a whole class so that every child is exposed to the phonemes and
graphemes which are at the expected level for their age. The whole-class trackers allow the
headteacher, senior leaders and teachers to track pupils’ progress. Analysis of the data leads
to discussions around pupil progress and group progress so that teaching can be adapted to
provide additional support and challenge to pupils.

Impact

Children develop their phonic skills and knowledge through a systematic, synthetic approach,
while covering the statutory requirements outlined in the 2014 National Curriculum. It
supports children to become fluent readers and prepares them for the statutory year 1 Phonics
Screening Check which takes place in June each year. Following the programme gives the
school a consistent approach to phonics, which is clear to teaching staff and learners.



Progression through the six levels of the Twinkl Phonics programme

The four skills represent the cornerstones of phonics and are practised every day to ensure

children make the expected progress.
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Progression Overview

Twinkl Phonics features six levels as part of its teaching sequence. It is easy to transition to using
these Levels if you have previously used Phases in Letters and Sounds.

What Are the Recommended Ages/Year Groups for Each Level?

. Recommended Year
Twinkl Phonics Level  umber of Teaching Group Age of Children

(UK schools)

Weeks

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Level 5

Level 6




Level 1

Throughout Level 1, young learners develop the knowledge, skills
and understanding to use and discriminate between auditory,
environmental and instrumental ds through 7 Asp Level 1
is taught in EYFS and underpins learning throughout the teaching of
Phonics Levels 2-6.

By the end of Level 1, children will have had opportunities to:

Level 1 Aspects

Level 1 activities are arranged under the following 7 Aspects:

Aspect 1: Environmental Sounds

« listen attentively;

+ enlarge their vocabulary;

« speak confidently to adults and other children;
« discriminate between different sounds including phonemes;
« reproduce audibly the phonemes they hear in words;

« orally segment words into phonemes.

Level 1 Coverage

What Will Children
Learn in Each Aspect?

Aspect 1: Environmental Sounds

v/ Develop listening skills and awareness of
sounds in the environment

v Identify and remember the differences
between sounds

/" Talk about sounds in
greater detail

Aspect 2: Instrumental Sounds

v Develop awareness of sounds made with
instruments

v Listen o and appreciate the differences
between sounds made with instruments

v/ Use a wide vocabulary to
talk about instrument sounds

Aspect 3: Body Percussion

v Develop awareness of sounds
and rhythms

v Distinguish between sounds and remember
patterns of sound

v Talk about sounds we make with our bodies

Aspect 2: Instrumental Sounds

Aspect 3: Body Percussion

Aspect 4: Rhythm and Rhyme

Aspect 5: Alliteration

Aspect 7: Oral Blending and Segmenting

Aspect 4: Rhythm and Rhyme

v Experience and appreciate rhythm and rhyme, as
wellas developing an awareness of rhythm and
rhyme in speech.

V' Increase awareness of words that rhyme and
develop knowledge about rhyme

o/ Talkabout words that rhyme and preduce
rhyming words

Aspect 5: Alliteration

Develop understanding
of alliteration

Listen to scunds at the beginning of words and

hear the differences between them

Explore how different sounds
are articulated

Aspect 6: Voice Sounds

v Distinguish between the differences in
vocal sounds

v Explore speech sounds

/" Talk about the different sounds that we can
make with our voices

There is overlap between these aspects but each activity plan
highlights one of these aspects as the focus of that particular
activity. The overarching aim is for children to experience regular,
planned opportunities to listen carefully and talk about what they
hear, see and do.

Aspect 7: Oral Blending & Segmenting

v Develop oral blending and segmenting of
sounds in words

v Listento sounds within words and remember
them in the order in which they occur

v Talk about the different sounds that
make up words

In levels 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, children are introduced to letters and the corresponding sounds they

make. Children learn to link a grapheme to a phoneme and this link is referred to as a

grapheme-phoneme correspondence (GPC)



What is Synthetic Phonics?

e Synthetic phonics is a method of teaching reading and writing in which words are

broken up into their smallest units of sound or ‘phonemes’.

Using Pure Sounds
Children learn the letter sounds , not names.
When introducing children to the first 44 GPC's, it is important to use ‘pure sounds’.

'Pure sounds’ refers to the way of sounding phonemes without adding the extra ‘uh’, at the

end of each letter.
For example:

e /s/ is pronounced as ‘sss’ instead of ‘'suh’ and /m/ is pronounced ‘mmm’ instead of

1 ]

muh’.

Click on the link to hear how to pronounce the ‘pure sounds'.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc

Blending

Children learn to blend phonemes to read words.

What Is Bler\ding_?

Blending is the key skill in the
development of word reading. [ S ] [ u] [ n ]—.

Blending is the process of saying each individual
phoneme that appears in a written word and then
running the phonemes together to hear and say the
word. For the process of blending to be as smooth
and effective as possible, pure sounds must

be used. I I l l l l | |
Secure, rapid recall of individual letter sounds, t e n @ te nt
digraphs and trigraphs is crucial to enable children
to blend words effectively.
[ l][igh][t]—> light
(m) (00) (n }—— [moon



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc

Segmenting

What s Set}mer\tir\c}?

Segmenting is the key skill in the tin
development of word writing.

clap

Segmenting is the process of breaking down a word
into the individual phonemes in order to correctly
spell the word. Children listen to, and identify, the
phonemes in a word and then choose the correct
grapheme or graphemes to represent them.

lamp rain

Encourage children to hold up their fingers as they
hear each phoneme and to take particular care
when choosing the GPCs to represent long vowel
digraphs and trigraphs or adjacent consonants.

chick

Adjacent consonants, such as ‘br’, ‘st’ or ‘cl’, can be
segmented into their separate letter sounds as both
sounds can be heard individually.

Note that the word ‘lamp’ has 4 phonemes as each sound can be
heard individually within the word. However, the words rain’ and
‘chick’, while having 4 and 5 letters respectively, each have only 3
phonemes as the digraphs ‘ch’, ‘ck’ and ‘ai’ make a single sound within
the word.

Tricky (Common Exception) Words

There are parts of some very common words in
the English language that are not phonetically
decodable.

Al Taug!\t Common Exception Words for Reading

- to’ the’ " go’ I

Some examples of these are 'to’, ‘the’ and ‘said'. Due
to the frequency and usefulness of these common
words, it is necessary to introduce them as ‘tricky’
or ‘common exception’ words at the earliest stages.

By introducing these words as a unique group that
do not follow the usual phonics rules, it allows
children to access a greater range of sentences for
both reading and writing and to begin to build a bank
of sight vocabulary.

could, should, would, want, oh, their, Mr, Mrs, love, your,
people, looked, called, asked, water, where, who, why,

Common exception words are introduced first as
reading sight vocabulary and then are reintroduced

later as spelling words.

Children need to recognise these common
exception words as sight vocabulary. It is,
therefore, important to make sure all children

practise them daily in order to learn them by
sight and attain rapid recall.

Tricky Words (Common Exception Words)

thought, through

work, house, many, laughed, because, different, any, eye,
friend, also, once, please, live, coming, Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, brother, more, before

January, February, April, July, scissors, castle, beautiful,
treasure, door, floor, bought, favourite, autumn, gone,
know, colour, other, does, talk, two



The purpose of Level 2 is to:

/' teach the first 19 most commonly-used letters and the
sounds they make;

/' move children on from oral blending and segmenting to
blending and segmenting with letters;

/' introduce some tricky words for reading.

Before starting this Level, children:

« will have had experience of a wide range of listening
activities including songs, stories and rhymes;

+ candistinguish between different sounds, including speech
sounds;

+ may be able to orally blend and segment words;

+ may be able to identify some rhyming words.
By the end of Level 2, children will have had opportunities to:

* identify the phoneme when shown any Level 2 grapheme;
* identify any Level 2 grapheme when they hear the phoneme;
+ orally blend and segment CVC words;
+ blend sounds to read VC words, such as, 'if, 'am, 'on’
and ‘up’
+ segment VC words into their sounds to spell them (using
magnetic lefters);

+ read the tricky words: the, to, |, no, go.

Level 2 Coverage
In Level 2, children willlearn the first 24 GPCs (19 letters, 4 digraphs and
an alternative pronunciation) and the first 5 tricky wards for reading

Teaching Week GPCs Tricky Words for Reading

1 satp

2 inmd

3 gock

4 ckeur to, the

5 h,b,f1 no, o, |

6 ff, Il 88, 's" saying /z/ all level 2 tricky words

7 Recap of all Level 2 sounds all level 2 tricky words

Level 2 Qverview

find full coverage in
the Level Z Overview
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Teaching Phonics

Level 2 Mnemonics and Actions

Pratend to bite

&

Make one hand into a

4 ! N
Maks o snabe'’s head . Pretend to st A hands like
with your hands and Into & crunchy teaspoon around a pusppy’s heod and pat e wings.
wiggle your body Like | apple. teacup. L it with your ather
o snaka! hand.
N N
8 w d
Make your fist into Vismmy! Risb our Pretend to play
o nuE and tap it tummy. wour drumbit
S/ Y/ —
g ® gg C ©
Wiggle yowr Pretend to sprend Maks o duck’s beak Make an egg with Make one hand inte
finger like @ " your hand like a kite with your honds one hand and an wmbrella and
' ond fly it in the air. N/ and prebend to pick tap it with the sprinkle rain on it.
up sticks aither.
: \Q‘}‘ k : .
Mowe your arms Pretend to Pretend to
ke et it f the st et bl mogic wand. lckan ke
AN olly.
X
U (il
Fretend o sutich Pretend £o ring a bell. Blow o kiss.

off the light-




Level 3 Level 3 Coverage

InLevel 3, chidren continue to leam 28 new GPCs (6 letters, 17 diraphs,
3 riqraphs and 2 alternative pronunciations) and 12 trcky words for
reaing. They also leam the speling of the Level 2 tricky wards.

The purpose of Level 3 s to
Teaching oCs TrickyWords ~Tricky Words
/ inoduce anciner 25 graphemes, including consonant Week forReading ~ for Spelling
rigraphs, vowel diqrapns and trigraphs o that children can
represent 42 pnanemes with a grapheme; 1 X "f:'mzdg
/ continue to practise CVC biending and seqmentation; , o e el
/ apply thei knowledge of blending and segmenting to
reading and speing siple to-sylable vords and captions ! sh 1 g W me be
4 4l e¢,Igh, o2 Was he,go, |
Before starting this Level, children: § 00,00, 0 my
+ recognise Level 2 GRCs;
b Ur, 0W, 0, ear Jou
+orally blend and seqment CVC words as well s being able
{0 blend and seqment to read and spell CVC words ana ) e bey
nNONSeNse Wrds;
* ead ne tricky words - the, to,1,no, go. 8 al level 3 GPCs here
By the end of Level 3, children will have had opportunities to:
9 I level 3 GPC I
+ 53y the phoneme when shown all or most Level 2 and Level R e
Jgraphemes " tigraphs and Vias, my
+ find all or most Level 2 and Level 3 graphemes, from a cosn s s
(isplay, when given the phoneme; i fecap), W, xand We,hey
_ N Vowel digraphs (recép)
+blend and read CVC words (single-syllable words consisting
of Levl 2and evel 3 grapheme); o desgts TS e
g + segment and make a phonetically plausible atiempt at
E speling CVC words (single-syllable words consisting of
H Level 2 and Level 3 graphemes) /9
§ * e e tricky words - e, She, we, me, be, was, my, you, her, ' ﬁ
R they, al are & spell the tricky words - the, o, | no, g fil\d }ull W!I'ﬂgl In dija
\l + write each letter correctly when following a model. ﬂ\! Lewel 3 OU!N“W




Level 3 Mnemonics and Actions

Sweep your hand
up like a jumbo jet
taking off.

W

Draw a v shape on
your chest to shaw

the V-neck af the vest.

Hold ane hand like
a mop ond drow
anxonit

y Pretend to raise

and lower a yoyo.

Drow the zigzog
path in the gir.

Give a royal wave.

Use your thumb and
forefinger to make o
chick’s benk.

your lips.

th

9

Put yaur farefingers on
your head and wiggle
yaur moth's feelers.

/ Strake your hand on

your cheek libe o soft

er.

ng

6 Tap your ring

finger.

. .
ai igh oa .“ 00 0 |[ ap
i »; — * ® LN
Drow a spiral Make mouse your body s if holding Pretend to row B Pretend to open
sncil's shell. whiskers. ashield and pot it with ur boat. Point at the maon. 2 boak.
your other hand. ¥
f
[/
ar or 4 ow
~N
@ @ &
Mnke twinkly star Pretend to press o Pretend to opena I:ln" i: ’F:JD::: Flick your thumb Cup your hand
fingers. car horn. S purs. a:qg.:m.r!omt_ s if tossing a in. wround your ear

Hold a chair, move
it in ond out from
o desk.

Swing your arm
like o pirate.

Pretend to sneeze!

winkl PhaAanicre Q2P Handhaak



Level 4 Coverage
Love 4 g

InLevel 4, chicren are introduced to adjacent consonants, 14 new tricky
Words forreading and the Level 3 tricky words forspeling

The purpose of Level 41 to: Teaching Tricky Words ~ Tricky Words
GPCs
Week forReading ~for Spelling
v/ consoldatechldren's knowledge o graphemes neading
and speling words, especiall digraphs and trgraphs; 1 OVCC Werds sl hebewe sheme
V toduewors it adjacent consonants- CVCC, COVC, : o el
0OVCE, CCOVE, GYCE, COCVE, GV, o ome "
v/ leam polyylabic words and eamt read and spelsome 3 C::’;;Z’;‘ts Wlﬁ’lfe‘:enf eyt o
more tricky words. : T
Adjacent o, when,
Consonants out, what b
Before starting this Level, children: threec-(l)entsig:’::{:cem alleveldwords  allleveldwords
+ recognise Level 2 and 3 GPCs;
* blend and read CVC words; Use Level 1o consoldate Level 3 sounds, especially recognising and

+ segmentand make a phoneticall plausible atiempt at Usig digraphs and rigapts.

spelling single syllable CVC words;

+read the tricky words - he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, her,
they, ll are & spellthe tricky words - the to, | no, go.

By the end of Level 4, chidren will have had opportunites to:
+ givethe phoneme when shown any Level 20r Level 3 grapheme

+ find any Level 2 or Level 3 grapheme when given the
phoneme,

+blend and read words containing adjacent consonants s wel
s seqrent and spell words containing adjacent consonants;

+read the trcky words - some, one, said, come, do, S0, were,
when, have, there, out, ke litle, what & spell the tricky . ——
Words - he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, here,they, al,are fmd ;ull CW!NQ! I

+ Write each leter, usually using the correct formation the Lovel b Overview

+ orally segment words info phonemes.
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Level §

The purpose of Level 5 is to:
Before starting this Level, children:

/' leam alternative graphemes for known phonemes; +_ recognise evel 2 and 3 GPCs;

V' leam alternative pronunciations of known graphemes; + blend to read and segment to spell words containing

: e adjacent consonants,
V' introduce split digraphs; )
+ read tricky words - some, one, said, come, do, o, were,

/' introduce suffixes and prefixes; when, have, there, out, like, little, what;

spell tricky words - he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, here,
they, all, are;

v/ learn to read and spell more common exception words.

write each letter, usually correctly.

By the end of Level 5, children will have had opportunities to:

+ give the phoneme, when shown any grapheme that has
been taught;

+ forany given phoneme, write the common graphemes,

* apply phonics knowledge and skills as the primary approach
to reading and spelling unfamiliar words that are not
completely decodable;

— + read and spell phonically decodable two-syllable and three-
syllable words;

read automatically all taught tricky and common exception
‘ words;

accurately spell all the Level 2, 3 and 4 tricky words and
most of the common exception words for reading;

+ form each letter correctly,

use alternative ways of pronouncing and representing the
long vowel phonemes.

find full coverage in
the Level 5 Overview - =

.
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Level 5 content

Teaching Common Exception Teaching Common Exception
Week Words for Reading Week Words for Reading
1 2y saying /ail could should said 50 16 ‘ow'/'ce’ saying /oa/ once, please thought through
2 'oy'saying /oi/ would want have like 17 'wh' saying /w/ live, coming work house
'c’ saying /s/
3 'ie saying /igh/ oh their 50me come 18 - Monday, Tuesday many laughed
g saying
4 ‘ed saying /ee/ Mr Mrs were there 19 'ph' saying /f/ Wednesday, brather because different
5 ‘3¢ saying /ai/ [ove your little one 20 'ea’ saying /e/ more, before any eye
‘LLé saying /igh/ i .
] e people looked dowhen 2 ie' saying fee/ January, February friend also
'u_€' saying (y) k
l foo/ and foo/ called asked what could 2 addﬁmﬂé%mﬂ April, July once please
'a_¢ saying /ee/
8 ‘ou'saying /ow/ water where should would 23 adding -5 and -2 scissors, castle live coming
9 Long Vowel Sounds who why want their 24 adding-erandest (adj)  beautiful, treasure Monday Tuesday
10 o “aif‘“g"” thought thraugh Mr Mrs 25 'tch' saying /ch/ door, floor Wednesday brother
‘ch saying /sh/ '
1 i saying /ur/ work house love your 26 adding - ng bought,favourite mare before
-2 (verbs)
ue saying (y) re!far saving fa
12 foo/ and oo/ many laughed people looked 27 are'/'ear' saying /air/ autumn, gong January February
13 ew saing ) because different asked called 23 've' saying /v/ know, colour April July
foo/ and foo/ ;
14 ' saying /ee/ any eye Wwater where 29 ‘ore’ saying /or/ other, does scissors castle
15 ‘aw'/au' saying /or/ friend also who why 30 adding un- talk, two beautiful freasura

Twinkl Phonics SSP Handbook




Level 5 Mnemonics
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Before starting this Level, children:

LQVQ[ 6 + give the phoneme, when shown any grapheme that has
been taught;

+ forany given phoneme, write the common graphemes;

The purpose of Level 6 is to: +apply phonics knowledge and skills as the primary approach
to reading and spelling unfamiliar words that are not

v/ develop children’s knowledge of spelling patterns and completely decodable;

best-guess grapheme selection;
+ read and spell phonically decodable two-syllable and three-

v/ learn more alternative graphemes for known phonemes; syllable words;
v/ learn more alternative pronunciations for known graphemes; + read sight-read all taught tricky and common exception
words;

v/ introduce the /zh/ phoneme;
« accurately spell all the Level 2, 3 and 4 tricky words and

v develop an understanding of the spelling rules for adding most of the common exception words for reading;

suffixes and prefixes;
P + form each letter correctly;

v introduce homophones/near homophones and contractions; - use alternative ways of pronouncing and representing the

v/ leam to spell more common exception words; long vowel phonemes.

v/ develop their understanding of grammar rules; By the end of Level 6, children will have had opportunities to:

v/ leam effective writing techniques including editing and proofreading + read accurately most words of two or more syllables;

and learn more strategies to read and write independently. + read most words containing common suffixes;

+ read most common exception words;

+ read most words accurately, in age appropriate books,
without overt sounding and blending, and sufficiently
fluently to allow them to focus on their understanding rather
than on decoding individual words;

+ sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue
hesitation;

+ segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these
by graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and
making phonetically plausible attempts at others;

find ull coveragein | <
the Level 6 Overview e . +spell most common exception words correctly.

4 Teaching the Levels




Level 6 Content

Teaching Common Exception Teaching Common Excaption
ling Pattem . Grammar Focus ling Pattem , Grammar Focus
Week Spling Words for Spelling Week Spling Words for Spelling
o Capital Letters and - Using a Dictionary 1 -
1 Y saying figh/ door, floor ol Stops 16 mb'saying /m/ famous, shoe Fing Definns
‘dge’ saying /j/ . L . Coordinating
e bought, favourite  Proper Nouns (Names) 17 al saying /or/ pretty, neighbour e
L -ing, -edto CVC,
3 s towords endinginy autumn gone Plural nouns 18 CCVC vords England, tongue Iregular Past Tense
i Alphabetical Order (1) - . Exciting Words (1) - alt
4 g saying /n/ know colour FistSecond Letr 19 0 saying /u/ group, country words for said
Alphabetical Order :
5 kn'saying /n/ other does (2)- Second/ 2 &y saying /ee/ heart, dangerous Exclamahgn Mg .(m
show emotion/shouting)
Subsequent Letters
-8d, -ing to words 1,251, 10 CVC, . Improving Sentences (1)
‘ endinginy fakvo Vot / CVCC words speil nough Adjectives and Nouns
7 'Wr'saying /r/ four, eight Adverbs 2 contractions aunt, father Contractions
Common Nouns W saying fwor , Subordinating
8 e world work Reti 3 prove, improve Conuncl
(Revision) Wor saying onjunctions
-2, -estto words Adjectives and S Improving Sentences (2)
! endinginy pook gret Expanded Noun Phrases . sufes mert ness hour,mave -Verbs and adverbs
10 -l break, steak Commas in Lists 25 's'saying /zh/ slre, sugar Exciing Wards 2) Using
a Thesaurus
11 4l busy, clothes Captal s for 26 ) wal sayllng dut half, quarter Posessive Apostrophe
place names qua saying /quo/
-0, -6r to words ‘ . ‘ Improving Sentences (2)
12 endingine whole, listen Reqular Past Tense i tion straight, touch B
13 ‘eer'saying /ear/ build, earth Regular Present Tense 28 suffixes ul, Jess, -y caught, daughter Speech Marks
14 ture delicious, fruit Cpestion ks 2 homopronesines journey, area Commas in Speech
and Commands homophones
-2st -y o words Exclamations and - Using a Dictionary 2 -
15 e |ean, search e —— 30 prefix dis- heard, early CheckingSpelgs



Level 6 Mnemonics
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Phoncs Tcrmir\olo%

Phonics has a large technical vocabulary. Much
of this will become more familiar as you teach
phonics but it is usefulto learn some key terms
before you start

2024-25

Phonem_e

r——

smallest unit of sound in a word

symbolof a phoneme, this could be one letter or a group of letters (6., 1. i igh, Le)

Grapheme-Phoneme Correspondences_(GPCs)

the relationship between sounds and the letter or etters that represent that sound

buiding up of words from individual phonemes for reading

Segmenting

breaking down words into individual phonemes for writing

Trcky (Common Exception) Words

words that are not decodable atthe child's current phonic level of understanding

Digraph

two letters that work together to make one sound (ge)

Triqraph

three leters that work together to make one sound (igh)

Mnemonic

p——————

an llustration that is designed to support children's recognition of GPCs



